Vedanta Aluminium deepens water and irrigation impact across Kalahandi and Rayagada

Bhubaneswar, June 3,
2026: Ahead of World En-
vironment Doy, Vedanta
Aluminium, India’s largest
prochucer of aluminium, high-
lighted its expanding water
stewardship and watershed
development elforts in
Odisha's Kalahandi and
Ravagada districts around its
Lanjigarh refinery. The com-
pany has created over I8
lakh cubic metres of water
storage and groundwater
recharge capacity, strength-
ening irrigation access and
improving water security lor
rural households, Through
its integrated walershed and
community wiler manage-

ment initiatives, the com-
pany has revitalised over 73
water bodies across 26vil-
luges, while enabling irriga-
tion across more than 1600
seres of Farmiund, beneliting
over 4000 peaple, These
efforts are helping address
long-standing water scarcity
chillenges inone of Odisha’s
most climate-vulnerable re-
gions. Karbi Majhi. acom-
munity member from
Banigaonvillage, said, “Wa-
ter used to be a daily
strugple, especially during
the dry months when
sources would run low,

Now, with the restoration of

winler bodies in our village,

waler 15 available closer to
home and throughout the
year. It has reduced our
hardship and improved our
quality of life. In largely
agrarian Kaluhandi, now
among Odisha's leading
paddy-producing districts,
supported by irrigation ex-
pansion, improved waler
wvailability is directly sup-
porting farm productivity,
crop diversification, and
farmer incomes. The
region's heavy dependence
on monsoon rainfall and ir-
rigation makes such interven-
Hons critical 1o sustaining
agricultural growth and live-
lihoods, Vedanta

Adumimiom’s watershed -
tiatives locus on scientific
harvesting,

rainwater

groundwater
revival of
syslems, enabling year-

charge, and

itional water

round water availability for
both irrigation and house-
hold needs, The interven-
tions include development of
witler harvesting structures,
furm ponds, check dams,
and community-led water
minagement systems that
improve soil moisture and
reduce runoff losses.
Dhananjaya Patra, a
farmer from Batelima vil-
lage, said,“Earlier, farming
here depended entirely on
rainfall. With the water
bodies restored and irriga-
tion now available, we are
able o cultivate mone con-
fidently and even grow an
additional crop, It has

brought stability to our in-
come and hope for our
fumilies. Building on these
on-ground interventions,
Vedanta Aluminium has
now  developed
hydrogeological blueprint
for the Sijimali region,
aimed at further strength-

ening water security, Sci-
entific stucies indicate the
potentinl to increuse locul
water uvailubility by up to
2009, by improving run-
olf eapture and groundwa-
ter recharge through o net-
work of soil and water
conserval IIE'FI'I measures.
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