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Tl ghi’s economie rlse
14 bestoxplained inasingle
reeent development. In
March 2026, it topped the
Snd editlon of the NITI
Anyog Fisal Health Index,
which assessed Indian
stibes on  their fiseal
prrformance, helplng them
identify vulnernbilities and
rospond with evidence
b policymaking,

The roport  Tound
Odlwhn's fiscn] hoalth tobe
thebest In thecountey, with
sirong  revenues, low
defieitn, and diseiplined
public spending. The roal
story behind the numbers,
however, Hos in how this
transformation hos been

firmly anchored in the
wtate's mineral wenlth
Resources such ns coal, iron

are and buuxite, of which
Odishn has vast reserves,
have dane mope than just
supply the Wtnta's
Industries. They have
whiopeed biw public finanoes
and  enubled  sustained

How Sijimali reflects Odisha’s mining-led progress

Investments inurban and
rural Infrnatrugture.
Industry today contribiutes
aver A percent of Odisha's
output, with mining and
metals undorpinning its
foundnation. Indeed, the
Odisha Beosnomic Survoy
402526 also underscores
how the seclor generates
nearly 80 peresnt of the

state's  totnl  non-tex
rovenue.  Within  this
sconario, the Sijlmalk
bauxite project. which

straddles the distrlets of
Rayngada and Kalahandi
takes on Broador
signifioanon,

Aw te Vedants
through avction in 22k and
aurrently undargaing
statutory approvals, it
roprosents the noxt phose in
a model that ha pnvely
reshnped mueh of the
winte's oconomy. As one of
I’ highest premlwm
auctioned mines with an
approved productlon
city of 0 million
tannes por annum, the
project s expected  to
contributensarly INR 4,000

Crore overy year in nuetion
premium, mineral
voyalties, DistrictMineral
Foundation (DMF), etc, Ata
matinnnl lovol, th
Rlgnificance of buuxite has
alwo evolved conniderably
Aluminium s inereasingly
contral to Indin's enorgy
trannithan il
manufaeturing ambitions,
whth demand vlsing across
weators such nE
Infrastrueture,  eleetric
maobility, renewabloonergy,
pawer tranamission,
defence and norospace, In
ehir context, seeuring long-
torm  domostic bauxite
TSI Dot AsUmeE slratpglo
importanee  for  Indin's
industrinl  growth  and
kel security

Accloser ool ot 8ijimall
project’s developmoent
plans revonls howsuch
mine peoureescan bo
sustainably levernged to
play o direct role in
wupportingthe stuts's socio-
voonomic growth, The
Bijlmall  platoan s
charagterised by difftculi
torrain and relatively low

woll molsture retentlon
neress peveral stretehes,
fnetors that hive
historieally constenined
dense  vegetation  and
sgriculiweal productivity bn
paris of the region,. While a
pnrt of the project ared s
clasailiod s forest land, tree
density remaing low across
much of the site, with the
underlying bauxite lmiting
water poroolation. A
the entire mine lo
of roughly 1,548 hootares,
lewer than treen huve
b rocord

The v irenmentnl
nppronch proposediy
Vodanta in the project's
mine devalopment
rerndenig b loes thase factors
binto mecount, Plans inelude
lnrge seale siforestation,
with over i
lakhind|gonows treos to e
planied within the lease
W ndon degroded land
beyond it Together, thewe
mensures alm (£
ulgnifionnily expand green
vover avar time, reshnping
thewcologiend profile of the
ceglon. Wator avallability

presents another dimension
of the platenu's constraints,
Ruinfall v part ol the local
climnte cyele, vet retontion

i Limited, with anly
n prapartion  of
surfuce runsfl reaching

eatehment praas, Vedanta's
pleanned interventions
melude  setting  up ®
network of contour bunds,
check dams, and drealnoge
channels extending over
soveral Kilometres,

dosignoed to slow ranofl and
improve  recharge by
nearly 0% inth

The intent is tostrengthen

locnl water systems in o
reglon where avallability

hns long rempined
Ineonsintent Mining
netivity in thia setting

ivolven surfaeo sxtenction,
with bawxlto doposits being
quite shallow, locatod close
o the topsoll; ol o maximum

depth of 160 oot to be
wpocifio, fnr ahove the 760
By

font  mt  which
' L the reglon
watlon depth s
therefore oxpected to be
Limmd todd, allow b Land to be

reptored  progrossively
alomgaide GRgoing
aperations. Mined areas
will  be  refilled and
nfforested in phases, with
the nim of completely
groening them over time,
“Mining today 18 nol
approsched ana i
imtervention,” w V e
spokesporson sald. "Our
focus bson s full lHlecyels
approach, wha
aperations, community and
ocology progress togethor,
with fomg-term suleomies in
mind,"

The human context adds
another Inyer to the mine'
development plans, The
mine's rehabilitation
Tramewark outlines quality
housking, ifeastiaetire, ond
componsntion options in
line  with  statuwtory
provistone. Elghtoen
villages fall within the
bromder le o, while
relocation will be limited io
twa villnges comprising
around 161 families,
Vodanta hos committod to
housing  the  relocated
frmilios n newly

developed,  high-quality
colonies  dosigned o
prosorve their wiy of 1.
Each family will pecelve n
IBHK houso, built over (.1

b @10 decimal)
complete  with  kitehen
warden in the front and n

eattle shed in the back

Twn houslng colon s will
Lt aonsirie L in
Kalahandi and Bayagadn
each, featuring amenition
steh s community centres,
chnupal, echool,
dispenaary, temple, lale
price shopping complex,
voterinary elinie, pnd sven
n eromation ground.The
relabalitation framework
onyisages wubstantinl
Investmon| towards
housbng, eivie amenition
and soselal infrestraetuee for
fomilios being relocated,
rellecting tie propet s leng:
term resettlement
eommitment, The company
has indicatod that the cost
o develop onch family
dwelling will be nround [ NR
2 v By omed relooation,
the long-torm challonge
fuced by the reglon 1s one of

survival, owing to lmited
livellthood oppartuntties
Agriculture I8 often
margingl, influgnced by the
adverse tercaln and soil
conditions, Practices such
ad poduchaas, o form of
shifting cultivation doene by
burning trees and
eultivating ¢ropy, continue
ad o means of subsistenca,
though they place pressure
on local scology, High lovels
al migration to other stibes
for work has become o
rECUTEINE patters,
particularly mmeng younger
vosidents, “Muny of us go
outside for work afier the
farming senson,” snld o
rosfdent from a nearby
village, “If there s work
here, eloser to home, [
wonld of course prefer to
wiay "1t is estimated that the
mine will help cronte
avound 1,600 direce and
Iabivoet omploymont
opportunities over the
projoct's lifveyelo,
alongside diverse rolos n
ausoeinted logistics,
wervices,  and local
enperprises




