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VEDANTA Aluminium, India’s
largest aluminium producer, cele-
brates Kalahandi’s exemplary
performance under the
Aspirational Districts
Programme, a flagship initiative
by NITI Aayog aimed at trans-
forming underdeveloped districts
across India. The company also
congratulated the government
representatives, district adminis-
tration, and the Igeople of
Kalahandi district for their contri-
bution towards this commend-
able achievement.

During a recent review meet-
ing chaired by NITI Aayog's
Central Prabhari Officer, Anita
Karn, at the Bhawanipatna
District  Collector’'s  office,
Kalahandi was commended for
achieving 100% success in five
out of six key developmental
indicators, including women and
child health, nutrition, education,
and agriculture. The district has
been awarded a performance
incentive of Rs 9 crore, a testa-
ment to its meteoric growth in the
past decade.

Once symbolic of deprivation,
Kalahandi has rewritten its story,
transforming from one of
Odisha’s most underdeveloped
districts into a thriving model of
inclusive rural development.
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1 celebrates Kalahandi’s national
recognition under Aspirational District Programme

Notably, Vedanta has

been closely working
with government repre-
sentatives and district
administration to bring
Kalahandi to the socio-
economic mainstream.
The district is also home
to the company’s world-
class alumina refinery, at

community tournaments in
crickel, football, and volley-
ball.

Livelihoods & Women
Empowerment: The compa-
ny operates more than 130
Nand Ghars, community
hubs focused on women
and child development.

Under Project Sakhi, it sup-

Lanjigarh.

Launched in 2018, the
Aspirational Districts Programme
seeks to fast-track development
in 112 of India’s most underdevel-
oped districts by encouraging
convergence of schemes, collabo-
ration among key stakeholders,
and healthy competition through
monthly rankings. It measures
progress across 49 indicators
under five core themes, including
health, education, agriculture,
skill development, and infrastruc-
ture.

Commenting on this landmark
achievement, Rajiv Kumar, CEO,
Vedanta Aluminium, said, “We
are elated to celebrate this
moment with the people of
Kalahandi. This achievement
reflects the power of collabora-
tion between the government,
communities, and responsible
industry  partners,  Vedanta
Aluminium is proud to be a part-
ner in this transformation, and we
remain committed to supporting
the district's progress for all
future generations to come.”

As a longstanding develop-
ment partner in  Kalahandi,
Vedanta Aluminium continues to
contribute meaningfully across
core sectors aligned with the
Aspirational Districts Programme
goals,

Health & Nutrition: To balster
community health and access,
Vedanta's mobile healthcare vans
provide free medical services to
remote areas, while the Vedanta
Hospital in Lanjigarh serves over
60,000 people annually. The com-
pany also operates the Maa
Santoshi Jan Kalyan hospital in
the remote Bankakundru region,
serving over 25,000 people annu-
ally.

Education and Skilling: The
DAV-Vedanta School, the first
English medium school in
Lanjigarh, serves 1,300 students,
87% of whom are from local com-
munities, boosting literacy in
Kalahandi. Additionally, Vedanta
surporls sports enthusiasts by
offering training platforms, par-
ticularly for archers, and backing

ports over 4,900 women
through skill development and
microfinance programs aimed at
fostering rural entrepreneurship
through more than 471 self-help
groups in Kalahandi. With Project
Panchhi, the company is making
significant efforts to empower
girls in socio-economically disad-
vantaged communities in
Kalahandi through education and
placement support.

Agriculture & Sustainability:
The Integrated Watershed Project
and climate-smart farming prac-
tices in Lanjigarh have enhanced
irrigation across 170+ acres, bene-
fiting 2,000+ people; Vedanta has
also partnered with NABARD to
build 12 new farm ponds, boost-
ing water security.

This recognition reaffirms
Kalahandi's transformation from
a symbol of deprivation to a bea-
con of progress and dignity.
Vedanta remains committed to
working alongside government
and community stakeholders to
ensure long-term, inclusive
growth in the region.




